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Gen er a l  I n t r od u ct ion  

 

The standard, quality and overall linguist ic dem and of this paper was sim ilar 

to previous years and appropriate to the level of this I nternat ional 

exam inat ion. The topics chosen were interest ing and inform at ive for m ost  

candidates.  Both English and Urdu text  passages in the paper were very 

accessible and easy to understand. However, candidates needed to grasp  

precisely the focus of what  was being asked in the com posit ion quest ions. 

This provided a niche for different iat ion between the perform ances of 

candidates. 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

This quest ion consists of five sentences for t ranslat ion from  English to Urdu. 

I n 1a, the word 'excited' received a variety of t ranslat ions, such as 

‘im pat ient ’,  ‘uncom fortable’, ‘worr ied’ or ‘surpr ised’, however they were not  

accepted as they did not  convey the correct  m essage for 'excited'. I n 1b, 

som e candidates did not  convey the t ranslat ion of the word ‘argum ent ’ 

correct ly;  instead, they t ranslated it  as ‘fight ’,  ‘quarrel’,  which did not  

receive any m arks. For 1c, m ost  candidates answered correct ly;  however, a 

few answered incorrect ly. I n 1d, the word 'm at ter ' was easy to understand 

but  som e candidates could not  write it  correct ly in Urdu. I n the case of 1e, it  

seem ed as though m any candidates did not  read and grasp the m essage 

correct ly before t ranslat ing it ,  hence m ade ser ious m istakes when 

t ranslat ing. 

 

Qu est ion  2 a 

 

Quest ion 2a consists of an English text  for t ranslat ion into Urdu and held 15 

m arks. The t it le of this passage was ‘Magic Breakfast ’.  Most  candidates 

t ranslated it  very well.  However, som e key words in the English text  caused 

difficulty e.g.’ healthy and ‘nut r it ious’, ‘pr im ary school’,  ‘poor areas’, ‘left -

over’s’, ‘lent ils’,  ‘scrap of chicken’, ‘if at  all’,  ‘t ired and irr itable’,  ‘rest less and 

unable to concent rate’. 

 

Qu est ion  2 b  

Quest ion 2b consists of a short  English passage for t ranslat ion into Urdu and  

contained 10 m arks. The t it le of this passage was ‘Solar elect r icity’.  

Generally, it  was t ranslated very well by the m ajorit y of the candidates, 

however, the key words and phrases which caused a bit  of difficulty for 

som e were:  ‘encouraged’, ’ install’,  ‘solar energy system ’,‘sell back’, 

‘dependent  on the size of your roof and your locat ion’, ‘earn’,  ‘tax free’.  

 

Qu est ion  3 a 

Quest ion 3a consists of an Urdu text  for t ranslat ion into English and 

contained 15 m arks. The t it le of this passage was ‘Brit ish weather’. Most  

candidates t ranslated it  very well.  However, som e key words in the Urdu 

text  caused difficulty for som e candidates:   ‘Previous year’, ‘-18 degrees’ , 

‘southern European count ry Greece’,  ‘western Scot land’, ‘southern areas of 

England’, ‘covered with snow’, ‘Kent ’.  I ronically, a good num ber of  



 

candidates could not  see the difference between ‘-18 degree and 18 

degrees’ in tem perature.  Sim ilar  m istakes were seen in the t ransliterat ing 

of ‘Unaan’ instead of writ ing‘Greece’ and also incorrect  t ranslat ions for 

western and southern direct ions.  

 

Qu est ion  3 b  

Quest ion 3b consists of a short  Urdu passage for t ranslat ion into English and  

contained 10 m arks. The t it le of this passage was ‘Gardening’.  Although it  

was t ranslated very well by the m ajor ity of the candidates, som e of the key 

words which caused difficulty for certain candidates were:  ‘spr ing season’ 

‘flower bed’, ‘favourite vegetables and flowers’ (not  fruits)  and ‘pleasant  

thing’.  

 

Qu est ion  4 a 

Quest ion 4a’s topic for essay writ ing was on ‘Do we really m ean and do 

what  we say?’ to be writ ten in 200 to 250 words in Urdu. This topic brought  

som e good pieces of Urdu com posit ion. The m ajority of the candidates who 

at tem pted it  did very well in conveying their  thoughts and argum ents in a 

balanced way.  

 

Qu est ion  4 b  

The topic 4b for writ ing an essay was on ‘How do I  see the future of m y 

generat ion?’ to be writ ten in 200 to 250 words in Urdu. The m ajor ity 

candidates at tem pted it  very well.  Their  coverage m ainly included the high-  

tech facilit ies available to m ost  youngsters these days and the fact  that  

their  lesser outdoor act ivit ies have resulted in them  get t ing obese and lazy 

in their  lifestyle.  

 

Qu est ion  4 c 

The topic 4c for writ ing an essay was on ‘How did m y count ry react  to the 

cr icket  sem i final?’ to be writ ten in 200 to 250 words in Urdu. Som e 

candidates at tem pted it  very well.  However a num ber of candidates 

m isunderstood the focus of the topic and cont inued writ ing tangent ial and 

unnecessary details which consum ed up the 250 words lim it .  

 

Qu est ion  4 d  

The topic 4d for writ ing an inform al let ter was on ‘Your fr iend has invited 

you to his only sister ’s wedding. You feel rather uncom fortable with the 

lavishness and the level of expense being incurred and do not  feel like 

at tending. Write a let ter apologising for not  being able to at tend giving your 

sincere reasons’ to be writ ten in 200 to 250 words in Urdu. Many  

candidates at tem pted it  very well keeping the specific focus in m ind. 

However, a num ber of candidates did not  realise the focus of the topic and 

cont inued writ ing detailsn which were not  required for the topic eg their  own 

‘financial difficult ies’, ‘illness in the fam ily’,  ‘on-going exam s’ etc. Only a 

handful of candidates read and understood the m ain focus of the st im ulus 

and at  answered  accordingly, thereby gaining very high m arks or alm ost  

full m arks. The aim  of the quest ion was  to talk about  was the ‘lavishness of 

the expense during fr iend’s only sister ’s wedding’.  

 

 

 



 

Pap er  Su m m ar y  

The overall perform ance by the candidates was good. However, there are 

few areas for im provem ent . I n English to Urdu t ranslat ions weakness in 

writ ing good quality Urdu was evident . There were issues in writ ing 

direct ions, use of appropriate tenses and plurals, and a general lack of good 

qualit y vocabulary including spelling errors in generally known words and 

phrases. Teachers are advised to look at  these areas when preparing their  

candiates for the exam . Many candidates cont inued to write num bers 

incorrect ly in Urdu. Candidates should note  that  num bers writ ten in English 

style are acceptable.   

The quality of perform ance in Urdu to English t ranslat ions has im proved. 

However, som e candidates skipped certain words and phrases or wrote 

them  as t ransliterat ion in their  t ranslat ion. This should be avoided. 

Cent res should also ensure that  candidates understand how im portant  it  is 

to respond to the rubric. They m ust  focus their  response on what  has been 

asked in the quest ion specifically for gaining high m arks, rather than writ ing 

their  own version.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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